CHAPTER XXI.   THE CONSPIRACY OF CATILINE
MARCUS POltCIUb  CATO
POMPEY, in quitting the centre of affairs, could not, fail to augur that lus
removal would be the signal for the revival of party passions, ana that a few
more years* experience of the miseries of anarchy would deman'1 liis recall
with fuller powers for the settlement of affairs. The nobles, on their parr,
having been compelled to submit to liis extraordinary appointment, now
cast about for the menus of turning his absence to their advantage. They
had placed liiin at their head, and he Lad betrayed them ; they now looked
for a stouter and more faithful champion, and prepared themselves, when
the time should serve, to strike a blow for ascendency, the shock of whii-h
should be felt on the Euphiates, and daunt the conqueror of Syria and
Pontos.
The chiefs whom they had hitherto consulted had mortified them by their
conciliatory temper, their timidity or their languor. Catulus they respected,
but they distrusted hit- firmness: Lncullus, whose aid they next invoked,
disregarded their solicitations. Hortensius was sunk in pride and indolence.
There were Finong them many personages of inferior fame and influence, the
Silani, the Sc.ribonii, the Marcii, the Domiui, the Scipios and Mareelli, who
might make good officers, but wanted the genius for command. But there
was one man, still in their ranks, young in years, a plebeian by extraction,
unknown in oivil or military affairs, in whose unflinching zeal and datintless
courage they felt they could securely confide. Judgment, indeed, and tact
he sorely needed; but these were qualities which the nobles held in little
regard, and neither he nor they were sensible of this grievous deficiency.
This man was Marcus Porcius Cato, the heir of the venerable name of
the censor Cato, his great-grandfather, a name long revered by the Romans
for probity and simplicity. The slave of national prejudices Cato believed,
like his illustrious ancestor, in the mission of a superior caste to govern the
Itoman state, in the natural right of the lords of the human race to hold
the world in bondage, in the absolute authority of the husband over the wife,
the parent over tho child, iho master over the servant. In his principles Cato
\\\is the most bigoted of tyrants. Yet aever tvere these awful dogmas held by
u man whose natural temper was more averse to the violence and cruelty by
which alone they caa be maintained, and in vain did Cato strive to fortify
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